THE FLIGHT OVER KANGCHENJUNGA
for hundreds of miles north-west and south-east. These hills,
which appear insignificant from the air, are most imposing
when viewed from the ground, rising to a height of 5,000 or
6,000 feet within a few miles of the plain.
"Our first sight of Kangchenjunga standing out in all its
white majesty against a clear hard sky, was truly magnificent,
and enthralling, since it was quite free of clouds. We now set
our course for the confluence of the great Rangit at Tassading,
whence we proposed to take a straight photographic strip to
include this confluence and the mountain-peak. I wondered
if I would be able to recognise it, hampered as I was by goggles
and oxygen mask. Disappointment was in store, as it soon
became apparent that a mass of clouds lay between the foothills
and Kangchenjunga, completely blotting out the area we had
proposed to photograph. This did not affect the test, the im-
portant point being to secure vertical photographs of the snow
regions, and to ensure that the automatic vertical cameras,
when set in motion by the pilot continued to work, allowing
timing intervals to be changed, and the cameras to be stopped
and started. The cameras were operated and tested in every
possible way, responding satisfactorily, this being done by the
pilot. During the flight over clouds the mountain was drawing
nearer and nearer, and was now no more than some thirty
miles away, but the summit was becoming blurred. It seemed
as though the photographs of the top we had set our hearts
on getting, might not after all be obtained. After examining
the instruments, in turn, it was comforting to see they all
registered the correct readings.
"Then a look round revealed a wonderful scene. I was
amazed. Behind lay the plains of India, cut in all directions by
the broad and winding sand-courses of the many river beds
flowing from the Himalayas and constantly forming new
channels for themselves. Nearer still lay the green hills of
Sikkim with their mane of trees and vegetation, their heights
varying from 4,000 to 7,000 feet. Irregular in formation, being
deeply cut up by deep valleys, gorges and river beds, it was
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